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Inspirational Speaker John Register Headlines Chamber’s Power Luncheon 

GREENVILLE, NC (June 8, 2026) – The Greater Greenville Chamber, in partnership with Eastern Carolina 
Vocational Center, will welcome John Register as the keynote speaker for the Chamber’s Power 
Luncheon on Tuesday, June 16, 2026, from 12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m., at the Hilton Greenville.  Register is a 
two-time Paralympian, Paralympic Games Silver Medalist, Persian Gulf War veteran, and recognized 
authority in leadership and resilience on the global speaking circuit.  

A four-time All-American track and field athlete at the University of Arkansas, and two-time Olympic 
Trials qualifier, Register’s athletic and military careers changed dramatically following a training accident 
that resulted in the amputation of his left leg.  He later returned to top-level competition, earning a silver 
medal in the long jump at the Sydney Paralympic Games and going on to work as a leadership speaker 
and adviser to government and enterprise organizations.  The artificial leg he used to win the silver 
medal is displayed in the Olympic and Paralympic Museum in Colorado Springs, Colorado. 

Register has been inducted into the National Speakers Association Hall of Fame and named one of the 
Top 50 Global Leadership Speakers by Read Magazine.  Recognized globally as an expert in leadership, 
management, and strategic communication, John was appointed by former U. S. Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice to advise on U.S. disability foreign policy.  Today, he equips leaders and teams to 
navigate change, commit decisively, and lead forward when retreat is no longer an option. 

“We are thrilled to welcome John Register as the guest speaker for our June Power Luncheon,” said Trent 
McGee, president and CEO of the Greater Greenville Chamber.  “His story and message are sure to 
inspire and energize our business community.  We also extend our sincere gratitude to Eastern Carolina 
Vocational Center for entrusting our Power Luncheon as the platform for John to share his powerful 
message.” 

"John’s incredible journey of perseverance – both before and after losing his leg – is awe inspiring,” said 
Jason Thomas, president and CEO of Eastern Carolina Vocational Center. “When I heard him speak last 
year, I immediately approached him about sharing his remarkable story with the Greenville community. 
ECVC is proud to partner with the Chamber on this special event, and I know that everyone who attends 
will be as moved as I was." 

The Chamber’s 2026 Power Luncheon Series, presented by Ward and Smith, P.A., is open to both 
Chamber members and guests.  Lunch will be available at 11:30 a.m., with the program starting promptly 
at 12:00 p.m.  Registration is required by 12:00 p.m. on Friday, June 12, and can be completed at 
greenvillenc.org/junepowerluncheon. 
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